A wide spectrum of neurological complications has been described in the haemolytic uraemic syndrome.
We present a case with major encephalopathy in whom serial computed tomogram (CT) scans were remarkably abnormal.
Case report
An eleven-month-old child with the haemolytic uraemic syndrome presented with generalised seizures and became comatose with decerebrate rigidity. The initial unenhanced CT scan showed extensive bilateral frontal and parietal hypodensity. These features were in keeping with ischaemic or infarctive oedema. The posterior fossa, basal ganglia and thalami appeared uninvolved (fig 1) . An enhanced scan was not performed at this time as the patient was in acute renal failure. The enhanced scan was done 11 days later while the child was on peritoneal dialysis. This scan showed diffuse contrast enhancement at the cerebral gray-white matter interface (fig 2A, B, C) . In addition the ventricular system was more dilated. Over the next ten weeks there was a gradual improvement in renal function; however, neurologically the child remained decerebrate with generalised rigidity. There was no change in her head size. A repeat CT scan showed generalised cerebral atrophy and subcortical white matter demyelination ( fig 3A, 
